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RECONCILING 
CONUNDRUM 
and Complexity 
in times of  
global crisis

u THEME ONE - GEOCOSMIC AND MOTHER 
EARTH  and Ginawadaganuc and The Border 
Crossing Belt: Interconnection and 
Borderlessness

u THEME TWO - HISTORICAL CHALLENGES 
and The Seven Fires Prophecy  journey, 
injustice, and Cartesian duality and border 
creation

u THEME THREE - POLITICAL ACTIVISM 
AND INDIGENOUS ASSERTION and The 
Three Figure Indigenous Wampum Welcome
of Algonquins of the Eastern Seaboard 1492, 
North American Indian Nations Government, 
Indigenous Rights across Turtle Island

u THEME FOUR - FULL CIRCLE TO THE 
RAZOR’S EDGE – 2021 COVID, Planetary 
Limits and the Tipping Point; and the Missing 
Wampum Belt of Potential





INDIGENOUS MAPPING
TURTLE ISLAND Great Mystery’s Creation – Adapted 

from CAN 2004 presentations  

Yoshi Turtle 
– Purposeful movement

on land and water
North America
as we call it now

Mamiwiniwini
Travelling freely 

across Turtle Island

Artist Arnold 
Jacob’s 

interpretation 



Who is William Commanda?
u Carrier of sacred Wampum heritage  of the Algonquins

u Renowned birch bark canoe maker and craftsman

u Political Algonquin leader, elder, chief, chief the 

North American Indigenous Nations Government

u Founder of the Circle of All Nations, a global 

eco-peace-community dedicated to advancing 

environmental stewardship and racial harmony

u Officer of the Order of Canada  and recipient of two  

u University of Ottawa Chancellor Michaelle Jean (GG)  

created Commanda Hall in 

recognition of his relevance to 



Kindergarten Dropout, 
PEACE (LMT), Mother 
Earth (VI), Hon PhD
CIRCLE OF ALL NATIONS: 
CAN BRIDGE TEACHING 
AND LEARNING 
Approaches!

Indigenous Wisdom                  
Peace                         
Prayer for Land          
Knowledge



Grandfather William Commanda Legacy 2020 
A  Circle of All Nations Geo Cosmic Prayer and Reflection 

Iconic symbols  of importance to the William Commanda worldview are incorporated in this image:  
Grandmother Moon and Morning Star, invoking the spirit of fire, enlightenment and the cosmic;  

Asin and the Sleeping Giant commemorating Earth creation in rock;  
Air, wind, movement animating water life emergent from the oxygen rocks of the Kichisippi Ottawa River;  

Birch, wolf, eel and turtle honouring  evolution, plant and animal life, Turtle Island and 
Canoe acknowledging the ultimate nurturer, Mother Earth, and symbolizing the enigmatic Journey of Life 

Graphic created by Miduran Murugathasan for Circle of All Nations 
© Romola@circleofallnations.ca  

 

A Circle of All Nations OJIGKWANONG PRAYER
The Laws of Nature The Intelligence of Nature



What’s Religion, what’s Sacred and What’s 
Spirit? Carrier of the Wampum

Gathering & Sharing
CAN Gathering

Deep Reflection
Contemplation and teaching

Teaching
Sharing with South Africa



William Commanda, Circle of All Nations (CAN) and 
SUSTAINABLE RELATIONSHIPS

u ANIMATIVE ACTIONS

u 1945 Activism and Politics – as in Civil Rights!
u 1967 Canada 100; Eganville Gathering
u 1969 Gathering: Kitigan Zibi/Bitobi Lake
u National to Global – 1987, 1991, 1993 – ME and CC
u Agenda 21: Sustainable Development *1
u Sunbow Five Walk 1995 /96
u 1996 RCAP Report – Who will Drink the Water?*
u 1996 …. CAN Gatherings and Non-stop Outreach

u 2000 GlobalEcoPeace Posters and Gathering
u 2006 Waterlife Workshop; Sustainable Relations*2
u 2003 - Asinabka Vision for Sacred Chaudiere Site
u 2012 … GWC and CAN in ACADEMIA – Bridge Building 

and Global Outreach

CORE CAN THEMES

u IDEOLOGICAL FOUNDATIONS
u Canoe/Kayak Journeys
u Sustainable Relations
u Laws of Nature  and Human Animals
u Nature/Tectonic Abrasion/Evolution/Peace
u Circle of All Nations Bridge Building 
u Kindergarten Dropout PhD and OC
u Spiritual Trajectory to Knowledge
u 2020 Digital Mapping Retrospective and Reflection
u GINAWAYDAGANUC UBUNTU – All is Related

u CAN Sustainable Relations Goals for a Culture of Peace



ORGANIC Motional IDENTITY 
Mamiwinini

I am Mamiwinini – We travel 
every day

Body in Motion like the 
Cosmic – critical for 
cognitive functioning

Reserves deprived people of 
this “brain power”

But William  Commanda was 
Body in Motion –
Unconfinable and 

borderless

Canoe was his Teaching 
Tool and metaphor for the 

Journey of Life *

Reaffirmed in the fight for 
the protection of the 

American Eel – and the 
pivotal paper to ignite 

Species at Risk protection in 
2008 

This theme was re-
presented in the 2017 

International Anthropology 
Conference at University of 
Ottawa that honoured WC 

and profiled Movement



Ginawaydaganuc 
and Circle of All 
Nations

u Ginawaydaganuc and the deep 
understanding of the interelatedness of 
everything contributed to the constant 
prayer and mantra in William Commanda’s
work – and given all he knew about people 
and institutions, that required considerable 
strength to affirm with compassion and “no 
boxing gloves”

u Circle of All Nations continues to make 
efforts to build bridges and where there are 
no gates and gatekeepers, the work is magic 
and evolutionary in nature – and it takes a 
tremendous biodiversity of talents and 
capacities to manifest in new forms yet 
retain consistency with its foundational 
principles

u We say like Grandfather that we need to be 
Good Enough for Two, and need to Come 
Together with One Heart, One Mind, One 
Love and One Determination to Create a 
Circle of All Nations, a Culture of Peace



From Kindergarten Dropout to Researched 
PhD

In 2005 we wrote the book 
”Learning From a 

Kindergarten Dropout”

In 2006 he was presented 
with an Honorary PhD by 

University of Ottawa, and in 
2011, second one by 

Universitat de Quebec 
Outaouise

Chancellor and Former 
Governor General Michaelle 
Jean created the William 

Commanda Hall at the 
University of Ottawa in 2014

Carleton University named 
the Indigenous Student’s 

Resource Centre 
”Ojigkwanong” after him in 

2014

I completed our PhD entitled 
“Ginawaydaganuc and the 
Circle of All Nations – The 

Remarkable Environmental 
Legacy of Elder William 
Commanda” – structured 

around the CAN logo

PS – He was also appointed 
Officer of the Order of 
Canada, this country’s 

highest honour – for those 
who desire a better country –

as indeed he did!



Sampling of The 
William Commanda’s Research



North American 
Indigenous Nations 
Government

u GUESS WHO POSITIONED FLAG



1492  - Columbus Arrives with POPE 
ALEXANDER VI Bull and Edict



The Welcome of the Algonquin People of the 
Eastern Seaboard to the Newcomers 

Re-Affirmed in 1968 And Repeatedly Thereafter



WELCOME TO ALL OTHERS, 
Including Global Leadership

His Holiness, Dalai Lama
Welcome in Montreal - Ancestral Home

President Nelson Mandela
Welcome: Human Rights Tribute Ottawa

The Queen Elizabeth
Welocme with Coronation Medallion 1952



Climate Change, Covid Borderlessness, The 
Tipping Point and Digital Global Village

u Global Warming, Extreme Weather, Climate Change, Extinction of 
Species and 2021 Tipping Point David Attenborough iteration of what 
William Commanda raised in 1987 about borderlessness

u In Ottawa, unprecedented flooding of the key river that contributed 
to the life blood of Canada (beaver, travel routes, trees, hydro) and 
tornado – 2017 and 2019

u Commenced reigniting passion for friendship via launch of the Circle 
of All Nations Digital Global Village via monthly Facebook Live Video 
Events

u KEY PRIORITY – to integrate different styles in knowledge generation –
from Indigenous, Grassroots, NGOS, Government and Academy



Digital 
Global 
Village

We continue to animate the Circle of All Nations 
Bridge Building Work virtually

Now, in part it takes the form of this Digital Global 
Village that social media, the continuing reach of 
the William Commanda voice and passion, and 
Facebook technology enable us to animate

The following slides map the global reach and list 
the topics covered in live videos since the onslaught 
of Covid as face of contagion and isolation





* 21 st Anniversary of the 
Circle of All Nations (CAN) 
Millennium Peace

* One Year since the 
Initiation of the Facebook 
CAN Live Video Gatherings!

* And the Work Goes on –
Organizing our videos …..
Mapping our global reach …..
Sharing and Learning ….



Digital Global Village - Integrating 
Knowledge Systems 

u Integrating Indigenous Grassroots NGOs Governments and Academia

u Bridge building to integrate diversity and affirm common purpose

u Finding our rightful and places on the penultimate provider, Mother Earth, with
respect, responsibility and reverence

u Embracing our common heritage as cosmic beings

u Ginawaydaganuc – It is all inter-related and All is Connected



Cybercartography, cybernetic GUIDANCE, FB 
LIVE: Encore Vivant William Commanda!

CYBERCARTOGRAPHY
Ancient Knowledge Base and Contemporary Application

More than a decade ago, D. R. Fraser Taylor, Director of  the Geomatics Cartographic Research Centre (GCRC) at the Carleton 
University, the academic pioneer in the field of  cybercartography, wrote that this technology would see cartography applied to a much 
wider range of  topics than had traditionally been the case: “It  will also utilize an increasing range of  emerging media, forms and 
telecommunication networks such as the Internet and the World Wide Web. It  will be a multidimensional cartography using 
multimedia formats and is more likely to be an integral part of an information package than a stand-alone product. Cybercartography 
will also be highly interactive and engage the user in new ways. In organizational terms, it will see new partnerships being created 
between national mapping organizations, the private sector and educational institutions and the products of  cybercartography are likely 
to be compiled by teams of individuals from very  different disciplines and professional perspectives working together” (Taylor and Pyne 
2009). 



Books,  Video and Social Media

u Prolific Communications
u Karen Bisson – our lead with our Graphics Design work and www.asinabka.com
u Late Normand Champagne created our first William Commanda book of Birthday

Reflections in 2003
u We wrote two Learning from A Kindergarten Dropout Books, and one on my

Kayaking Summer at his Lake – Passionate Waters Butterfly Kisses
u Several folk created documentaries on William Commanda – Lucie Ouimet (NFB),

Valerie Pouyanne, Jeremy Wright, Patrick Gravel and Jean Lettellier – and CBC and
others

u William Commanda remains a vibrant presence on Facebook – with FB algorithms
reminding all regularly about his his timeless messages

u Since the onslaught of Covid, FB technology has enabled us to animate a CAN
Digital Global Village – and leave a record of our work for the public

http://www.asinabka.com/




“We are not all equal” by Dilara Erver, Carleton University 
© Circle of  All Nations 

July 2020 contribution to the Circle of All Nations commitment to a Culture of Peace, 
inspired by Learning from a Kindergarten Dropout William Commanda Ojigkwanong 
Cultural Sharings and Reflections (R. V. Thumbadoo) during times of global climate 

change, pandemic, isolation, racism and social justice crisis

































Circle of All 
Nations Contact 
Details

u©  Romola V. Thumbadoo PhD Geography
uSSHRC Postdoctoral Research Fellow

uCoordinator, Circle of All Nations, 613-599-8385
uLegacy Work of Elder William Commanda, OC, PhD

uwww.circleofallnations.ca; www.asinabka.com
ucircleofallnations@sympatico.ca

uPersonal Assistant to The Director D. R. Fraser Taylor
uResearch and Administration, 613-520-3979

uGeomatics and Cartographic Research Centre (GCRC)
uDepartment of Geography and Environmental Studies

uCarleton University
uwww.gcrc.carleton.ca

urvthumbadoo@gcrc.carleton.ca
uFind us on Facebook: Romola Vasantha Thumbadoo,     Circle 
of All Nations, William Commanda, William Commanda Legacy 

Asinabka, Romola’s Nature CAN TEACH 

uThumbadoo, R.V. (2018). Ginawaydaganuc and the Circle of 
All Nations: The Remarkable Environmental Legacy of Elder 

William Commanda PhD Thesis. Ottawa. Carleton 
University. https://curve.carleton.ca/aa4e3cbb-5b83-464d-

8286-a901fcd77b06
u
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