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My	Thesis	Research	

The	central	research	query	focuses	on	

		

•  William	Commanda’s	thoughts	on	Mother	Earth,	

environmental	and	relaDonal	issues,	

•  how	they	have	informed	contemporary	debates	on	

Indigenous	and	non-Indigenous	relaDons	and	thinking	

and	acDon,	and		

•  whether	they	can	contribute	to	a	greater	
contemporary	integraDon	of	his	Anicinabe	

(Indigenous)	approach	to	knowledge	generaDon	in	
academic	discourse		



•  With	respect	to	environment,	my	research	has	
led	me	to	conclude	that	there	are	limitaDons	to	

popular	contemporary	approaches	to	the	

environment	–	e.g.	environmental	ethics	,	deep	

ecology,	feminist	geography		

•  AcceleraDon	in	climate	change,	and	

environmental	crises	of	global	impact	aNest	to	
the	urgent	need	for	new,	innovaDve	approaches	

•  Twenty	five	years	aPer	Rio	Earth	Summit,	three	

things	predominate	in	environmental	issues	

-		the	voice	and	place	of	the	Indigenous	and		

-		western	dominaDon	of	thinking	in	a	“world	on	fire”		

-		global	connecDons	



Abstract	
		

•  This	is	presentaDon	of	a	pedagogical	framework	for	the	case	study	analysis	of	the	
Circle	of	All	Na-ons	discourse	of	late	Indigenous	Elder,	Dr.	William	Commanda,	OC,	

on	environment,	relaDonships	and	criDcal	social	jusDce	and	peace	issues.	

•  The	focus	of	the	study	is	both	abstract	(whether	and	how	his	discourse	impacts	

approaches	to	environment	and	related	issues);	and	ac-on	oriented	(regarding	the	
conDnued	relevance,	animaDon	and	emergence	of	the	discourse,	including	via	
praxis);	and	it	employs	a	medicine	wheel	conceptual	framework,	and	four	logics	of	
inquiry:	

•  					Performance	Mapping:	to	explore	his	ideological	framework,	Indigenous	
epistemology	and	the	Anicinabe	underpinnings;	

•  					Historical/Dialec-cal:	to	ground	the	analysis	in	the	post	structural	idiom	and	
examine	its	inseparability	from	contemporary	colonial	history,	injusDce	and	

inequality;	

•  				Phenomenological:	to	substanDate	an	interpretaDve	approach	to	analysis,	
inclusive	of		criDcal	reflexivity,	autoethnography	and	reciprocity;	

•  				Cybercartographic:	to	examine	mulD-dimensional	reporDng,	archival,	graphic	
and	emergent	elements.	

•  I	explore	whether	narra-ve,	geo-narra-ve,	cri-cal	reflexivity,	autoethnography	
and	cybercartographical	digital	atlas	research	and	social	media	methodological	

tools	can	be	jusDfied	and	employed	to	support	his	knowledge	generaDon	and	

acDvism	in	contemporary	Dmes,	and	I	explore	how	such	research	and	scholarship	

might	impact	social	change.	



Who	is	William	Commanda?		

	•  Carrier	of	sacred	wampum	prophecy	heritage	

•  Renowned	birch	bark	canoe	maker	and	craPsman	

•  PoliDcal	Algonquin	leader,	elder,	chief,	chief	the		
North	American	Indigenous	NaDons	Government	

•  Founder	of	the	Circle	of	All	Na-ons,	a	global		
eco-peace-community	dedicated	to	advancing		

environmental	stewardship	and	racial	harmony	

•  Officer	of	the	Order	of	Canada		and	recipient	of	two		

•  University	of	ONawa	Chancellor	Michaelle	Jean	(GG)			

created	Commanda	Hall	in	recogniDon	of	his	relevance	to		



Why	Study	William	Commanda	

•  William	Commanda	has	been	influenDal	on	environmental	

issues	at	a	global	level	in	some	microcosmic	fashion	since	

the	1990	UN	Pre-Rio	Earth	Summit	deliberaDons	

•  He	also	posiDoned	his	approach	in	many	contemporary	

debates	–	e.g.	uranium,	water	contaminaDon	and	

megadumps,	eels,	damming,	habitat	protecDon,	species	at	

risk,	in	the	process	influencing		diverse	players			

•  William	Commanda	is	well	known	for	his	voice	of	peace	

building	and	reconciliaDon,	grounded	in	his	Indigenous	

rootedness	on	the	land,	yet	connected	with	diverse	others		

•  These	others	animate	his	environmental	stewardship	and	

peace	building	legacy	



•  His	Ojigiway/Squirrel	seed	planDng	efforts	appear	
to	have	sprouted	into	mulDple		sDll-emergent	

land	based	acDviDes		

•  As	he	noted,	the	gentle	Squirrel	always	travels	
head	first,	up	and	down	trees.	Like	Johnny	Cash,	

he	won’t	back	down	



	Challenges	
•  There	were	three	parDcular	challenges	with	this	
research:	

		

i.		Finding	a	place	for	the	knowledge	of	an	

Indigenous	“kindergarten	dropout”	in	the	graduate	

level	of	the	western	academy;	this	required	me:		

		

–  to	understand	western	academic	thinking	and	

academic	approaches	to	knowledge	creaDon;	 		

–  to	deepen	my	understanding	of	William	Commanda’s	

Indigenous	approach	to	knowledge;	and	

–  to	arDculate	his	approach	to	environment	and	related	

maNers	such	that	it	is	comprehensible	and	can	spark	

new	thinking	within	the	academy	



ii.		I	myself	am	new	to	the	academy	and	the	study	

of	geography	and	cartography,	and	I	am	not	

Indigenous;	I	therefore	have	had	to	

–  Focus	on	the	academic	prerequisites	for	execuDng	this	

work	effecDvely	

–  remain	focused	on	my	commitment	to	William	

Commanda	to	generate	a	space	for	the	serious	

engagement	with	his	way	of	thinking,	and	

–  	not	create	misunderstanding	that	my	exposè	of	his	

Anicinabe	thinking	implies	experDse	with	respect	to	

other	expressions	of	Indigenous	knowledge	



iii.		William	Commanda	created	a	parDcular	

discourse	in	conjuncDon	with	a	diversity	of	

players	

–  the	research	required	meDculous	analysis	of	this	

informal	but	complex	phenomena,	in	its	past	

expressions,	and	in	any	emergent	forms	

– players	are	dispersed	across	space	and	occupy	a	
range	of	posiDons	in	the	social/cultural	framework	

–  the	relevance	and	role	of	actants,	chance	and	
trickster	in	the	discourse	required	criDcal	
aNenDon	and	analysis	

	



The	Central	Argument	

•  IntegraDon	of	Indigenous	relaDonal	interface	
with	a	living	Mother	Earth	is	of	criDcal	

importance	in	this	Age	of	the	Anthropocene	

•  William	Commanda	created	his	Circle	of	All	
Na-ons	as	a	BRIDGE	to	centre	and	facilitate	co-
creaDon	of	Law	of	Nature	knowledge		

•  The	research	experience	affirms	his	infiltraDon	

infusion	and	influence	to	ignite	passionate	

engagement	in	mulDple	environmental	and	

related	issues	by	diverse	groups	and	people		



…Environment	–	Earth	Summit	….	
ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVISM

... EARTH SUMMIT PRAYER IN PARIS ...

1987 Consitutional Round Table On Aboriginal Affairs – WC talks about 

environment

1991 – Pipe Ceremony in France, igniting relationship with Living Earth vs 

Resource – provider not commodity

1996 Release of  the Report of  the Royal Commission on Aboriginal 

Peoples, WC talks about water  ---  AND THE WORK CONTINUES ... 



PERPETUAL LEARNER
TIRELESS TEACHER 
My	central	argument	now	is	that	a	be4er	understanding	and	integra6on	of	William	Commanda’s	ideas	and	
approach	to	teaching	and	knowledge	genera6on	are	of	cri6cal	importance	today.	He	learned	via	mul6ple	sources	
and	taught	in	complex	and	extremely	effec6ve	ways.		References	to	him	on	social	media	from	people	across	the	
globe	right	into	2018	affirms	the	extensiveness	and	persistence	of	his	Circle	of	All	Na-ons	discourse
 

www.circleofallnations.ca; www.asinabka.com



WHY	IS	THE	TOPIC	IMPORTANT?	

	

From ANCIENT KNOWLEDGE to PADDLING FOR PEACE  .

date



	

THE	THEORY	BEHIND	MY	ARGUMENT?	

	•  William	Commanda	created	his	Circle	of	All	
NaDons,	Culture	of	Peace	global	eco-community,	

as	a	deliberate	bridge	to	facilitate	the	centering	

Indigenous	in	the	consciousness	of	people,	quite	

literally,	relaDonally	–	that	is	by	making	them	his	

relaDons.		

•  He	did	this	so	that	he	could	introduce	them	to	a	

relaDonal	inDmacy	with	his	Mother	Earth	and	to	

facilitate	co-creaDon	of	knowledge	emergent	from	

Indigenous	earth-based	rootedness.	

•  World	View	Sketch:	Evelyn	C.	Dewache	
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ConstellaDons	of	InformaDon	

 
 

Turtle Island 
     … 
Great 
Mystery�s 
Creation 
(Onondaga Artist Arnold 
Jacobs) 

 
North America 
 
as we  
call it  
now 

•  Understanding	William	Commanda’s	mulDdimensional	and	mulDlayerd	discourse	

via	methodological	tools	of	

•  Circle	of	All	NaDons	Frog	Principle	(developed	before	word	clouds!)	

•  PenDmento		

•  Photocingraphy	

•  Negentrophic	AnimaDon	



NATURE THE TEACHER
Cosmic, Rocks, Water, Plants, Animals - and Reflexitivity
We have thousands of images of the multiple faces of Nature.  I say that I take these 
photographs to acknowledge the lessons the emerge from engaging relationally with the Laws  
of Nature; it is my equivalent of the tobacco or copper William Commanda would offer nature 
in exchange for spruce roots or birch bark. It engenders reciprocity.

See Romola’s NATURE CAN TEACH PAGE ON FACEBOOK!



Water,	Syntrophy	and	Prophecy	

•  Beaver	–	Water	generator	and	engineer	of	the	emerging	American	North	East	

	

•  Water	–	the	life	trail	and	primal	teacher	of	the	First	Peoples	of	the	American	

North	East,	post	the	retreat	of	the	Wisconsin	Ice	sheet		

•  Alonzo	Commanda	read	the	fire,	land,	water,	wind	and	stars	–	cosmic	and	

integrated	them;		

•  The	Seven	Fires	Prophecy	Wampum	Belt	was	carried	by	his	direct	ancestor,	

Great	Grandfather	PakinawaDk,	and	later	William	Commanda	himself	

•  Syntropy	is	a	powerful	construct	to	elucidate	the	complexiDes	and	depths	of	

Indigenous	knowledge	that	quantum	physics	and	scienDsts	are	now	examining	



Overt	and	Systemic	

Racism	

1.	Interrelated	Goals	

-	Respect	for	

Mother	Earth	

and	

-	Racial	Harmony	

and	Peace	Building	

5.	William	Commanda	

always	knew	he	was	

the	First	Person	of	this	

Land		-	“I	am	North	

America”		

	

	

?

“Fahrenheit 9-11”

“An
Inconvenient

Truth”
“Corporations”

The Crucial Paradigm Shift

The image cannot be displayed. Your computer may not have enough 
memory to open the image, or the image may have been corrupted. 
Restart your computer, and then open the file again. If the red x still 
appears, you may have to delete the image and then insert it again.

The image cannot be displayed. Your computer may not have 
enough memory to open the image, or the image may have been 
corrupted. Restart your computer, and then open the file again. If 
the red x still appears, you may have to delete the image and then 
insert it again.

The image cannot be displayed. Your computer may not have 
enough memory to open the image, or the image may have 
been corrupted. Restart your computer, and then open the file 
again. If the red x still appears, you may have to delete the 
image and then insert it again.
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	WHAT	CONTENT	DO	I	USE?	



ASINABKA SACRED CHAUDIERE SITE 

William Commanda, Spiritual Leader, and Douglas 
Cardinal, world renowned Architect, worked together 
for over two decades to develop and advance the vision 
for the Asinabka Victoria Island/Sacred Chaudiere 
Site.  Donald Marshall Junior, the voice for Indigenous 
Justice and Rights, was also actively engaged in the 
work. I call them our Indigenous Triumvarite - they 
are powerful voices on the critical global issues of our 
times: Indigenous rights, environment, peace, 
education, youth, culture, values, responsibilities, 
justice, art and creativity.  They envisioned the fully 
inclusive global Asinabka eco-peace think tank 
conference centre at the ancient sacred meeting place.

During the Spring of  2017, the National Capital Region awakened to the power of  the 
Chaudiere Falls, with the unprecedented flooding throughout the Ottawa River Watershed.  
On the day I delivered my written thesis, Carleton University students were challenging the 
National Capital Commission’s coloured light show Miwate at the contested sacred site - 
note The Leveller on the desk of  Erin Johnston, Graduate Progams Administrator.



CYBERCARTOGRAPHY
Ancient Knowledge Base and Contemporary Application

More than a decade ago, D. R. Fraser Taylor, Director of  the Geomatics Cartographic Research Centre (GCRC) at the Carleton 
University, the academic pioneer in the field of  cybercartography, wrote that this technology would see cartography applied to a much 
wider range of  topics than had traditionally been the case: “It  will also utilize an increasing range of  emerging media, forms and 
telecommunication networks such as the Internet and the World Wide Web. It  will be a multidimensional cartography using 
multimedia formats and is more likely to be an integral part of an information package than a stand-alone product. Cybercartography 
will also be highly interactive and engage the user in new ways. In organizational terms, it will see new partnerships being created 
between national mapping organizations, the private sector and educational institutions and the products of  cybercartography are likely 
to be compiled by teams of individuals from very  different disciplines and professional perspectives working together” (Taylor and Pyne 
2009). 



	

	ISSUES	FOR	FUTURE	RESEARCH	

	
•  Many	more	exciDng	topics	present	for	further	

research	on	William	Commanda’s	discourse	

– The	brain	is	hardwired	to	movement	

– Oral	storytelling	is	Thought	in	Mo-on;	Indigenous	
languages	hold	singular	concepts	

– Spirit-grounded	reflexivity	consistent	with	Laws	of	
Nature	

– Cyber	Moccasin	Mapping!	

•  The	Journey	Con-nues	…	

	



William Commanda  1913 - 2017

A Circle of  All Nations, A Culture of  Peace:
Legacy Vision and Work of  Sacred Wampum 
Belts Carrier, Algonquin Elder, Indigenous 
Chief, Environmental Activist and Peace 
Builder, Officer of  the Order of  Canada 
Dr. William Commanda 

A special spiral in the William Commanda life cycle 
concluded with his November 11, 2017 birthday. With 
gratitude to those who keep him Encore Vivant and 
continue to animate his work.     11-11-1913 - 3-8-2011 
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