
Dresden-Ottawa  
2022 

William Commanda 
CAN TEACH Calendar 

2022 
 
 

Romola V. Thumbadoo (Ottawa) 
and 

Alexander Wolodtschenko (Dresden) 
 

Memory-Semiotic  Photoatlas  
 

(From calendar to photoatlas) 



Table of context 

2 

1. Introduction 
2. About this photoatlas project  
3.William Commanda CAN TEACH Calendar 2022 
4. About Circle of All Nations CAN TEACH  
5. Romola V. Thumbadoo - creator of calendar 
6. Semiotic portraying of calendar 
- Line-viewing model of calendar 
- Compositions model of calendar 
- Gallery of 12 calendar photos  
- Calendar pages from January to December 
7. Semiotic potential of calendar 
8. References and imprint 

      3 
      4 
      5 
      6 
      7 
 8-19 
 
 
 
 
    20 
    21 



1. Introduction 
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The project is our second one which deals with creation of thematic photoatlases or 
ubiquitous atlases for smartphones and tabletts. 
2XU�ILUVW�SURMHFW��WKH�SKRWRDWODV�³���6HOHFWHG�,QGLJHQRXV�&\EHUFDUWRJUDSKLF�$WODVHV´�ZDV�
implemented 2021. It was the first German-Canadian project 2021 initiated by Fraser 
Taylor, Romola V. Thumbadoo, (GCRC, Department of Geography and Environmental 
Studies, Carleton University, Ottawa, Canada) und Alexander Wolodtschenko (Dresden). 
 
End 2021 we made the structural-semiotic analysis of the web-version William 
Commanda CAN TEACH (Circle of All Nation: Training, Education, Advocacy, 
Communications and Healing) Calendar 2022. The results of analysis was published in 
the Dresden cartosemiotic issue (Thumbadoo, Wolodtschenko 2021) and are also used in 
this photoatlas.  
 
This project continues the activities, section "Umwelt- and Karto/Atlassemiotics", of the 
German Society for Semiotics (DGS) and Geomatics and Cartographic Research Centre 
(GCRC) of Carleton University in Ottawa and the Circle of All Nations (Ottawa).  
 
Our project aims to create a storytelling, methodical and commemorative photoatlas 
dedicated to William Commanda. 



2.  About this photoatlas project 
From calendar to photoatlas   
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Our photo atlas belongs to derivative photo atlases, which 
can be created on the basis of another, original atlas or a 
atlas-like model, for example, a calendar, photo album, 
infographics, etc.  
The electronic library as collections of ubiquitous photo-
atlases (Wolodtschenko 2021) has two derivative photo-
atlases, which were created  on the basis of geological 
calendars (Huch,Wolodtschenko 2017) and belong to the 
VHULHV�Ä)URP�FDOHQGDU�WR�SKRWRDWODV³��Our derivative photo 
atlas will be the third such photo atlas in this collection and .  
this series. 
 
The thematic derivative photoatlases on cultural and 
historical topics develop and preserve the accumulated 
traditions and create a new storytelling content. 
From a semiotic point of view, the web-FDOHQGDU�³William 
&RPPDQGD�&DOHQGDU�³is an interesting information product 
for derivative photoatlases.  



3.William Commanda CAN TEACH Calendar 2022 
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The photoatlas  project examines the William Commanda CAN TEACH 2022 
calendar that profiles the work of the North American Indigenous Elder:  
Mamiwinini ± A Nomadic Heritage 

I am in the earth, wind and waters: 
I am as the bird flies and the wind blows and the water flows 

 
This heritage signifies several things to Elder Commanda: 

 A sacred connection with the land 
 A special responsibility as caretaker of Mother Earth 



4. About Circle of All Nations CAN TEACH  
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The Circle of All Nations (aka CAN) was 
initiated by Elder/Grandfather  

William Commanda (aka GWC). 

 

Over the past two decades, Circle of All Nations (CAN) work has remained focussed on five 
priorities: Training, Education, Advocacy, Communications and Healing, and hence uses the 
acronym CAN TEACH to brand its work and efforts. 



5. Romola V. Thumbadoo - creator of calendar 

Romola V. Thumbadoo 
PhD Geography  
SSHRC Postdoctoral Research 
Fellow Personal Assistant to 
the Director, dr. D. R. Fraser 
Taylor. 
Coordinator, Circle of All 
Nations. Geomatics and 
Cartographic Research Centre 
(GCRC), Department of 
Geography and Environmental 
Studies Carleton University. 

Over the past decade, the research of Romola V. Thum-
badoo has focused on the discourse and legacy of late 
Indigenous elder, William Commanda (1913 ± 2011) and the 
thesis, entitled Ginawaydaganuc and the Circle of All 
Nations: The Remarkable Environmental Legacy of Elder 
William Commanda addresses his approach to Mother Earth, 
environment and relational matters.  
For forty years, he was the carrier of three Algonquin 
wampum belts, critically important sacred and historical 
mnemonic teaching and record keeping devices, and was the 
longest known guardian of such an iconic Indigenous 
heritage and responsibility. He was awarded two doctoral 
degrees, one (doctor of philosophy) by the University of 
Ottawa in 2006, and the other (doctorate honorifique causa) 
E\�O¶XQLYHUVLWp�GX�4XpEHF-Outaouais in 2011. He was ap-
pointed Officer of the Order of Canada in 2008, this coun-
WU\¶V�SHQXOWLPDWH�KRQRXU��'HVLGHUDQWHV�0HOLRUHP�3DWULDP���
Carleton University named the Aboriginal Resources Centre 
Ojigkwanong after him in 2013, and the University of 
Ottawa created the Dr. William Commanda Hall in 2014, in 
acknowledgment of his contributions to the academic world. 

7 
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6. Semiotic portraying of calendar 
Line-viewing model of calendar 

A calendar is an overview of the days, weeks and months of a year. The classic web 
calendar "William Commanda Calendar" has 14 pages and can be used as an illustrative 
calendar.  
The viewing of the calendar is linear, from left to right (1-14pp.) and vice versa, from 
right to left (14-1pp.).  
The online model of calendar with 14 illustrated pages is available from: 
 https://curve.carleton.ca/aa4e3cbb-5b83-464d-8286-a901fcd77b06 

 1p.>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>14p. 

 1p.<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<14p. 



6. Semiotic portraying of calendar 
Compositions model of calendar 

From a semiotic point of view, the 
web-FDOHQGDU�³William Commanda 
&DOHQGDU�³is an interesting infor-
mation product with an photoatlas-
related character.  
The thematic-composition model of 
calendar includes 14 pages, of which 
one is title, 12 are core pages and the 
last page 14 is the imprint one. 
12 thematic pages have a text-photo/ 
image combination. The design 
model of January page, which inc-
ludes an ornament, alphanumeric 
calendar, photo/text, text-logo, em-
blem and year. The content core of 
each month page is formed by a one 
image (photography) and text 
(comments).  

Title 
(1 page) 

Thematic-illustrative core 
for 12 months (3x4=12 pages ) 

Imprint 
(1 page) 
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6. Semiotic portraying of calendar 
Page/slide - related profile  
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The page/slide - related profile is a 
basic semiotic construction with 
three parts: façade, core and 
conslution. 
The content core of each atlases can 
be formed by semiotic meta-varia-
bles: image (photography), text 
(comments) and maps. 
Our photoatlas includes photos and 
text-comments only. 



6. Semiotic portraying of calendar 
Semantics of the 12 pages 
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Every month of calendar is completed with a word-logo or text-logo at the bottom of the 
page. The table shows 12 months names with completed text. These are linked symbo-
lically with the photos, which hold temporal and spatial memorializations.  
The month chain January-December includes 12 semantic concepts-terms from Hope to 
(Love-Mamiwinini: Journeying-Equality-Evolving-Gratitude-Celebrate-Memories-Justice-
Reflections-Ginawaydaganuc:Interrelatedness) and Peace.  
This verbal chain is a luminesce of the life path of William Commanda which demonstrates 
a gallery of 12 calendar photos with text logos for every month (see slide 12). 



6. Semiotic portraying of calendar 
Gallery of 12 calendar photos 
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6. Semiotic portraying of calendar 
Gallery of 12 calendar photos with comments 
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6. Semiotic portraying of calendar 
Calendar pages of January and February 
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6. Semiotic portraying of calendar 
Calendar pages of March and April 
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6. Semiotic portraying of calendar 
Calendar pages of May and June 
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6. Semiotic portraying of calendar 
Calendar pages of July and August 
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6. Semiotic portraying of calendar 
Calendar pages of September and October 
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6. Semiotic portraying of calendar 
Calendar pages of November and December 
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7. Semiotic potential of calendar 
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The calendar has text (45%) and photo/image modules or metavariables (55%). 
The illustrative information dominates in calendar with 55%, text has 45%, maps - 0%. 
The calendar has 13 photographs, one - in the title page and 12 ± in the month pages. Every 
of 12 photos occupy 20-25 % of page but it is a content focus in calendar and has own 
storytelling in text.  

The semiotic potential of a calendar (atlas, book, etc.) is a quantitative and graphic (modular 
or page-related in %) characteristic according to its medial features, which are expressed 
through dominant modules or semiotic metavariables (Text, Photo, Map). 

Semiotic potential of calendar as diagram           Gaphic profile as page-related profile 
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