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The Indigenous 
Vision 
for a Special Sacred 
Site within the Heart 
of the Country 
 



 
 
 
 

Spirit  
is  
everwhere 



 
 
 
 

Spirit  
guards  
the land 



 
 
Wolf spirit 
teaches us  
to walk  
softly 



 
 

Turtle Island 
     … 
Great 
Mystery’s 
Creation 
(Onondaga Artist Arnold 
Jacobs) 



 
North America 
 
as we  
call it  
now 



 
 
Mamiwiniwini 
 
Travelling 
freely across 
Turtle Island 



 

The Birch Bark 
Canoe 
and Nomad 
 
on the 
waterways  
of Turtle 
Island 



 
 
 
The tradition 
continues! 



 
 
Respecting  
our 
animal 
relations 



 
 
 
Revering,  
not controlling 
nature 



 
 

 
The  
newcomers  
arrive 



 
 

 
The land  
belongs to  
Great Mystery 



 
The Mighty 
Pontiac, 
legendary 
leader of 
Algonquin 
ancestry, 
fought fiercely 
for the land 



 
The Royal 
Proclamation 
acknowledged 
that we were 
sovereign 
nations 



Tecumseh, the other 
renowned leader and 
warrior of Algonquin 
ancestry, worked 
hard to unite the 
native tribes to 
resist the American 
takeover of native 
lands 
 
He was unsuccessful, 
but is acknowledged 
as a founder of 
Canada  



 
 
 
Exploitation of the 
Indigenous Peoples 
began - the energy of 
commodification 
versus respecting the 
resources provided 
by Mother Earth for 
all 



 
The sad consequences: 
*  the poorest, and struggle with 
homelessness or impoverished  
    living conditions, both on and off 
reserve 
*  suffer significant health crises, and 
struggle with debilitating  
    substance abuse, fetal alcohol 
syndrome and fetal alcohol effect 
*  experience the highest youth suicide 
rates 
*  struggle with unemployment, on and 
off reserve 
*  have more single mother families, and 
*  suffer high rates of sexual, physical 
and mental abuse 

 



 
 
 
 
Residential School  
 
  …the abuses 



 
 
 
 
 
      and the legacy 



 
 
 
Incarceration  
 
the injustices  
and the 
disproportionate 
numbers 



 
 
 
 
 
Sexual abuse 



 
 
 
 
 
The voices: 



 
 
 
 
 
Suicide 



 
 
 
 
But the spirits of our 
relatives are still 
with us 



 
 
 
 
And this presence is 
felt by the 
newcomers 



 
 
 
It is time for us to 
reclaim our heritage 
and strengthen the 
peoples with our 
languages and our 
culture 



 
 
 
 
The new vision is to 
create A Circle of All 
Nations, A Culture of 
Peace - as we had it 
before 



 
Our ancestors 
wanted this: they 
welcomed the 
newcomers 
But they wanted us 
to occupy our rightful 
place on Turtle 
Island 
We have to regain 
the strength that 
comes with 
reconciliation with 
water and earth 



 
 
 
The Chaudière Site 
was the sacred 
spiritual meeting 
grounds of the 
ancestors and they 
were not separated  
by borders 



 
 
The people of 
Pakinawatik, legendry 
Algonquin chief from 
the ancestral grounds 
at the Lake of Two 
Mountains, carried 
the Seven Fires 
Prophecy Wampum 
Belt 
 
 



 
 
 
 
The Belt tells us that 
this is now the time 
for the lighting of 
the Eighth Fire 



 
 
 
 
The ancestors are 
drawing us back to 
the sacred site 



 
 
 
The Sacred Wampum 
Belts tells us that it 
is now the time for 
their messages to 
resound again 



 
 
 
It is time for us to 
rekindle the sacred 
fire of peace and 
harmony between all 
nations 



 
 
The vision for 
Victoria Island is for 
a place of healing and 
reclaiming our 
spiritual and cultural 
heritage 
 
 We shall then be 
reconnected as we 
were in the past 



 
 
And we shall reach 
out and share our 
heritage and our 
reverence for 
Mother Earth with all 
newcomers who now 
inhabit Turtle Island 
- Mikinak Minetik 



 
Our ancient 
indigenous values of 
respect of Mother 
Earth and all her 
creatures, balance, 
equality and harmony 
will penetrate from 
the core to create a 
global culture of 
peace, consistent 
with the promise of 
the Seven Fires 
Prophecy 
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